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AF Assistance Fund campaign
lends a hand to airmen, families

By 2nd Lt. Shannon Collins
52nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs

The Air Force Assistance Fund “Commitment to Caring”
campaign runs March 25 to May 5, asking airmen to contribute
to any of four Air Force-related charities.

Col. Stephen Mueller, 52nd Fighter Wing commander,
encourages Team Eifel members to contribute.

“This is the only Air Force-directed charity,” said the colonel.
“If you’ve ever had that situation where you either had an emer-
gency in your family or couldn’t make your bills, through this
charity, you can get help from inside your own community.”

The colonel also said Spangdahlem Air Base airmen have
received a 3 to 1 ratio return from the charity. Last year, Team
Eifel members contributed $81,975 to the AFAF. Spangdahlem
AB airmen received $275,160 in various types of assistance and
loans from the Air Force Aide Society that is funded from the
AFAF campaign. 

Some of the base programs that benefit from money donated
to the AFAS through the AFAF campaign are Education Grants,
Spouse Tuition Assistance, Bundles for Babies, HeartLink,
Community Enhancement programs, Give Parents a Break, Car
Care Because We Care for spouses of deployed members, phone
cards for deploying members and more. 

The Team Eifel AFAF campaign has three goals this year,
said Capt. Joseph Dene, 52nd FW Judge Advocate office, AFAF
wing projects officer. 

“First, we want to contact 100 percent of the active duty peo-
ple who are serviced by the Military Personnel Flight here at
Spangdahlem -- that means active duty people here, at the [geo-
graphically separated units] and who are deployed,” said the
captain. “Our second goal is to raise more than $70,000. This is
set at the Air Force level. Third, we want at least 50 percent of
the people assigned here to give something to the campaign.”

The captain encourages Team Eifel members to help the base
meet these goals.

“If we meet the dollar amount and the 50 percent donation
rate, then the base gets an additional $2,500 from the Air Force

Aide Society,” said Captain
Dene. 

Kelly Childs, Family
Support Center, AFAS officer,
also encourages people to
donate.

“Some people may think
everyone should have every-
thing together and shouldn’t
rely on Air Force Aid,” said
Childs. “I talked to someone a few weeks ago who had three
emergencies at once. He was prepared for the first two but not
the third -- that’s when Air Force Aid was able to help him out. 

“By donating to the AFAF, Air Force family takes care of the
Air Force family,” added Childs.

The charities under the AFAF benefit active-duty, Reserve,
Guard, retired Air Force people, surviving spouses and families.
This is the 31st year of the fund drive. Charities receive 100 per-
cent of designated contributions.

The Air Force Aid Society, the official charitable organiza-
tion of the Air Force which provides airmen an array of base
level community-enhancement programs. Base family support
centers have full details on programs and eligibility require-
ments. Information is also available online at www.afas.org. 

The Air Force Enlisted Villages provides rent subsidy and
other support to indigent widows and widowers of retired enlist-
ed people 55 and older. More information is available at
www.afenlistedwidows.org. 

The Air Force Village Indigent Widow’s Fund, a life-care
community for retired officers, spouses, widows or widowers
and family members. The Air Force Village Web site is
www.airforcevillages.com. 

The General and Mrs. Curtis E. LeMay Foundation provides
rent and financial assistance to indigent widows and widowers
of officers and enlisted people in their own homes and commu-
nities. The LeMay Foundation Web site is www.lemayfounda-
tion.org. 

Contributions to the AFAF are tax deductible. For more infor-
mation, visit http://afassistancefund.org or the Air Force
Personnel Center’s voting and fund-raising Web site at
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/votefund. 
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No stringsNo strings
attachedattached
Check out a peppy

puppet theater, fabu-
lous falcon show and
rip-roarin’ rides for
cheap at Eifelpark
Gondorf.
Read “Enjoy fun ani-
mal adventures, cute
critters at nearby
Eifelpark,” on Page 7

Dress Right, DressDress Right, Dress
AFI 36-2903, Table 2.2
Long-sleeved camouflage pattern
BDU sleeves may be rolled up; if
rolled up, sleeve material must
match shirt and will touch or
come within one inch of forearms
when arm is bent at 90-degree
angle. Ensure chevron is fully visi-
ble. (Courtesy of the Spangdahlem
AB First Sergeants Council)

COMUSAFE: senior officer moves
U.S. Air Forces in Europe officials have released the

following senior officer moves: 

Col. John R. Lake

From: Commander, 52nd Medical Group,
Spangdahlem AB, Germany

To: Chief, Medical Services Officer Management
Division, HQ AFPC, Randolph AFB, Texas

Col. Jay C. Neubauer

From: Commander, 354th MDG, Eielson AFB, Ark.

To: Commander, 52nd MDG, Spangdahlem AB,
Germany

Wing quarterly awards luncheon
The wing quarterly awards luncheon takes place April

28 at 11 a.m. in Club Eifel. Cost is $7.85 for members
and $8.85 for non-members. The deadline to sign up is
Tuesday at 5 p.m. Late sign ups will not be accepted. For
more information, contact unit first sergeants.

52nd Medical Group training day
The 52nd MDG is closed May 6 from 7:30 a.m. to

4:30 p.m. for training. Those in need of urgent care
should go to the Bitburg Annex hospital emergency room
for care.

Postal special duty assignments
Air Force Personnel Center seeks sharp airmen, senior

master sergeant and below, to perform postal duty at
overseas locations all over the world. Tour lengths vary
depending on the location. No retraining is required,
short tour opportunities exist and there is eligibility for
follow-on assignments in current control Air Force spe-
cialty codes. Active postal openings are advertised via
Equal Plus ads and updated weekly. For more informa-
tion visit http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/enlisted/
TOPIC%20Postal%20Duty%20Info.htm. 

Voting assistance
Wing members can call installation-voting representa-

tives for help with voting questions through the 2004
general election. For details, call Master Sgt. Jeff Barr at
452-7410 or Maj. William McAllister at 452-8298.

Hometown news
People who have been recently promoted, who have

re-enlisted, received an award, retired or arrived to
Spangdahlem AB should fill out a Hometown News
Release. Forms are available by accessing http://intranet/
52FW/Agencies/PA/documents/dd2266.pdf. Fax com-
pleted forms to the 52nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs
Office at 452-5254 for processing. Call public affairs at
452-6833 or visit http://hn.afnews.af.mil for details.

Air Force-directed charity provides
financial aid from community support

Senior Airman Amaani Lyle

The FOD Squad
Senior Airmen Andrew  Caulk and Chase Shain, 606th Air Control Squadron data maintenance technicians, wrangle
a large piece of metal as part of the wing-wide Eifel Proud Foreign Object Damage walk and base clean up April 9.
Read more about airmen beautifying the wing while getting in shape in “A FOD walk to remember” on Page 4. 
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Airmen receive high honors 
in latest ALS graduate class

Senior Airman Leisha
Churchill, 606th Air Control
Squadron, received top honors from
Airman Leadership School Class
04-4. During today’s graduation cer-
emony, the airman received the John
L. Levitow award. Senior Airman
Joseph Erickson, 52nd Equipment
Maintenance Squadron, received the
class academic achievement award.
Staff Sgt. Jennifer Moore , Supreme
Headquarters Allied Powers Europe,
received the leadership award.
Distinguished graduates were Senior
Airmen Keith Flesher, 52nd EMS;
Remy LaFargue, 606th ACS; and
Katherine Long , 606th ACS; and
Sergeant Moore.

Other graduates were:

Eagle Flight
Staff Sgts. Anthony Bolus , 52nd

Aircraft Maintenance Squadron; and
Christopher Hair, 52nd Logistics
Readiness Squadron; and Senior
Airmen Thomas Bebin, 52nd
Component Maintenance Squadron;
Melissa Edwards , 852nd Munitions
Support Squadron; Eric
Grudziecke, 52nd AMXS; Brett

Guzman, 752nd Munitions Support
Squadron; Micaela Jones, 52nd
CMS; Randy Lamarr Jr., 52nd
Munitions Support Squadron;
Nathaniel Nelson, 52nd LRS;
Jonathan Slyker, 52nd Civil
Engineer Squadron; Sherry
Walkup, 52nd Services Squadron;
and Genese Williams , 52nd LRS.

Falcon Flight
Staff Sgts. Wanita Peele, 52nd

LRS; and Christopher Pogozelski,
52nd Medical Operations Squadron;
and Senior Airmen Jonathan
Demontegre, 52nd MUNSS; Brian
Hittle, 52nd CES; Scott Hoffman,
52nd EMS; Thomas Murray, 752nd
MUNSS; David Petchonka Jr.,
52nd Security Forces Squadron;
Justin Simpson, 52nd AMXS;
Anthony Smith, 606th ACS;
Latoya Stewart, 81st Fighter
Squadron; Curtis Wanberg, 52nd
AMXS; and Mikel Ward , Northern
Region Signal Group.

Magic Flight
Senior Airmen Mikal Bryant,

52nd EMS; Richard Crisp , 52nd
CMS; Jean Joseph Denis Jr. , 52nd

SFS; Christopher Hale, 752nd
MUNSS; Hisham Henry, 22nd
Fighter Squadron; Teresa Hughes,
52nd CMS; Douglas Janney, 52nd
MUNSS; Gabriel Jenkins , 52nd
CMS; Amy Montgomery, 52nd
Dental Squadron; Mark Natividad,
81st FS; Ninanona Payongayong ,
52nd MUNNS; Olu Kayode-Maya
Reed, 52nd SVS; and Alvin
Sirmans Jr. , 52nd CES.

Warthog Flight
Senior Airmen Jamie Lynn

Amick, 52nd Communications
Squadron; Jacob Bavin, 52nd CMS;
Rhiana Caldwell, 606th ACS;
Laura Denis, 52nd SFS; Randall
Huot, 52nd EMS; Scott Huryk,
752nd MUNSS; Tanya Marie
Lopez, 52nd LRS; Edward O'Hare,
Allied Forces North; Ryan Sandee,
852nd MUNSS; Jessica Smith ,
52nd Mission Support Group;
Micheal Steeley , 52nd AMXS;
Andrew Swancer, 52nd CES;
Jonathan Vanetten , 52nd AMXS;
and Paul Wilcox, 852nd MUNSS
(Compiled from staff reports).

By Inge Lersche
52nd Civil Engineer Squadron

There are more than 1,700 home fires every day in the United
States. On average, one home starts burning every minute. Home
fires cause death, injury and property damage, yet most of them are
preventable. People need to be aware of the careless ways fires
start, and they need to periodically check for fire hazards. The
Spangdahlem Fire Emergency Services recommends the use of the
following checklist:

Electricity
s Are all appliance cords and extension cords in good condition?

Worn or damaged cords can start a fire.

s Are all electrical cords in
the open ... not under rugs,
over nails, or through the
doorway?

s Are all appliances
with hot surfaces and
light bulbs kept away
from things that burn eas-
ily like paper and cloth?

Heating
s Are all flammable materials kept away from heat sources?

s Are portable heaters approved for use, and do they have the
UL approved label (or german equivalent VDE)?

Flammable liquids
s Is the garage kept free of oil, paint and grease?

s Are all flammable liquids stored in approved metal safety cans
outside the house?

s Do you know never to use gasoline to clean?

s When you use flammable liquids, do you use them in a well-
ventilated area away from heat sources?

Combustibles
s Are accumulations of old furniture, newspapers, books and

magazines kept to a minimum?

Outdoors
s Is the area around the outside of your house kept free of rub-

bish and dry leaves?

s Is the barbecue grill kept away from combustibles and where
it will not tip over on anyone?

s Do you always wait for motors to cool down before refueling
them?

s Do you extinguish all cigarettes when refueling your car at the
gas station?

Matches and careless smoking
s Are plenty of large, deep ashtrays kept
where people smoke?

s Do you make certain that all
smoking materials are cold before
disposing of them?

s Are matches kept out of the
reach and sight of young chil-
dren?

s Are older children taught the
proper use of matches under super-

vision?

s Do you never smoke while reclin-
ing on upholstered furniture or while in bed?

Cooking
s Do you know never to wear loose-fitting clothing near the stove?

s Are cooking appliance cords kept up on the counter, out of the
reach of children?

s Are pot handles turned inward to avoid scalding accidents?

s Are young children kept away from cooking areas?

s Are cooking areas kept clean of grease?

s Have you removed things you use often from the cabinet or
shelf above the stove?

s Do you know never to use water or flour on a grease fire?
Use the lid for the pan or a fire extinguisher.

For more information call the Fire Prevention section at 452-5292.       

Be cool about
home fire safety
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Name: Airman 1st Class Rebecca
Nicole Ergenbright
Unit: 52nd Dental Squadron
Duty title: Dental Assistant Apprentice,
Pediatric Element
Hometown: La Crescenta, Calif.
Years in Service: Two
Nominee’s contributions to 52nd
Fighter Wing mission success: As
the pediatric dental technician, Airman
Ergenbright assisted in providing den-
tal care to more than 1,000 military
children, including 12 full dental reha-
bilitation cases in the operating room.
She was also vital to the success of
this year’s National Children’s Dental
Health month where she expertly
briefed more than 1,500 school-aged
children on improving their dental
health. Additionally, she provided
same-day examination and cleanings

to 50 wing members in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  
Off-duty volunteerism and professional development pursuits: Volunteered
for the wing annual award banquet, as a Squadron Morale Committee member
and for Operation Warmheart
What do you do for fun? Read, hang out with friends and watch movies
What do you like most about being stationed here? The travel opportunities
What’s one thing you’d like to see changed or improved at Spangdahlem
Air Base? A bigger and better gym 

Airman 1st Class Joshua E. Coleman

Members of the 52nd Medical Operations Squadron, Family Advocacy Program, make up
this week’s Top Saber Team.

Top Saber TeamTop Saber Team

Team Eifel congratulates newest
Kisling NCO Academy graduates

The 52nd Fighter Wing congratulates
the following members who graduated
from the Kisling NCO Academy today
at Vogelweh Air Base, Germany:

Tech. Sgts. Daniel Acker, 52nd
Medical Support Squadron; Sean
Applegate, 52nd
Services Squadron;
Bolduc Yan, 372nd
Training Squadron, Det.
17; Jeffrey Casper,
52nd Communications
Squadron; Ronald
Davis , 52nd Component
Maintenance Squadron;
Charles Denman, 52nd
CS; Joseph Dohmann,
52nd Medical
Operations Squadron; James Foreman,
52nd CS; Adam Giles, 52nd Logistics
Readiness Squadron; Kathlene
Hathaway, 52nd LRS; Amy Hogan,
52nd CS; Richard Howell, 52nd

Equipment Maintenance Squadron;
Michael Hunter, 52nd LRS; Erik
Johansen , 52nd Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron; Emile Marallo, 52nd CMS;
Craig Miller, 52nd EMS; Eric
Nollmann, 52nd Fighter Wing

Command Post; Richard
Reed , 52nd Maintenance
Group; Jeffrey Reynolds,
52nd Civil Engineer
Squadron; Jeremy Roberts,
NATO E-3A Airborne Early
Warning Component, NATO
Air Base, Geilenkirchen,
Germany; Matthew
Scheiterle, 52nd AMXS;
Freddie Smith, 22nd
Fighter Squadron; Randy

Stevens, 52nd CES; Franklin Trostle,
52nd AMXS; Stephen Warner , 52nd
AMXS; Denise Watson, U.S. Mission
to NATO; Charles Weidner, 52nd CES;
and Andreas Whitney, 52nd CMS.

Unit name: 52nd Medical Operations Squadron, Family Advocacy Program 
A brief description of unit responsibilities: The Family Advocacy team protects and
supports the wing’s active duty members, Department of Defense civilians and their
families. The team diligently works to prevent domestic violence and treats couples and
families living in troubled relationships. Family Advocacy also coordinates with DoD
education activity and the primary care clinics to conduct medical and special education
clearances prior to permanent-change-of-station moves, which ensures adequate serv-
ices are available for the family at the gaining installation. 
Number of members: 10
How does the team fit into the 52nd Fighter Wing’s mission? The team strengthens
healthy families through individual, marital and family counseling. They are community
focused and work both in the office and in the home to prepare Team Eifel families for
the challenges of parenthood via the New Parent Support Program. The team serves as
an advocate to improve the quality of life for families affiliated with the wing. 
Team’s other contributions through the year? The team conducted medical and spe-
cial needs clearances on more than 350 inbound families in order to prevent manning
shortages from costly out-of-cycle re-assignments. The team also provided classroom
instruction through multiple family advocacy support programs and classes.

Eifel SalutesEifel Salutes
52nd Maintenance
Group

Teacher’s “petrols” are Tech.
Sgt. Brent Brady and Staff Sgt.
Damon Lewis, who champi-
oned the re-organization of the
aircraft fuels system support
section. They also developed a
status-tracking and accountabili-
ty program that eliminated over-
due inspections. Tech. Sgts.
Stephen Daigle and Gabriel Nerf; Staff Sgts.
Jennifer Grant, Lyndi Johnston and Gina
Laux; and Senior Airmen Matthias Jung and
Adam Trigo blew away the Unit Compliance
Inspection team with meticulous management
of 15 programs with zero discrepancies. Staff
Sgt. Everett Bisquera researched and updated
all required information to brief the entire flight
on safety issues in the armament flight safety
program. 

52nd Operations Group
A whiz kid is Maj. Michael Young, whose

expertise in leading the 52nd Fighter Wing
AIM-9M over the North Sea April 5-6 con-
firmed the reliability of Team Eifel’s pilots and
airplanes -- way to go for establishing proce-
dures which will enable the next 52nd FW
AIM-9M shoot to virtually run itself. The
coolest quartet since the Beatles is 1st Lt.
Jeremiah Reed as daily scheduler, Capts. Tim
Curry and Jimmy Jones as electronic combat
officer and chief of training, respectively, and
1st Lt. Kevin Lord, as chief of life support. 

52nd Mission Support Group
Chalk this up to amazing ... Master Sgt.

Scott Tusler deployed 132 troops on nine dif-
ferent chalks in three weeks -- nearly double
the normal workload! Move over, Tony
Soprano -- Airman 1st Class Jason Sundin is
the top banana in the disposal business. He

teamed up with the Pavements
and Equipment Office to dump
15 tons of obsolete hand tools, 40
tons of scrap metal and eight 40-
ft tractor trailers of war reserve
materials in a mere six months!
In the right direction is Senior
Airman Kim Varnell, who mar-
veled inspectors with the preci-
sion, accuracy and accountability
of wing crash grid and control

center maps. Mr. FSTR is Tech. Sgt. Glenn
Shelton, who led the way for 25 out of 27 Full
Spectrum Threat Response plan staff assistance
visits in less than 90 days. UCI inspectors laud-
ed the aggressive base plan as an example for
all bases. Tech. Sgt. Terry Bernatis worked
weekends to fill in for deployed readiness
7-levels and helped pen the readiness Air Force
specialty code training plan. 

52nd Medical Group
Tech. Sgt. Nicole McClain was the talk of

the town with her display of effort in getting
the commander’s support staff ready for the
UCI. The Duke and Duchesses of occupational
hazard education are Tech. Sgt. Glenn
Rameres, Staff Sgt. Erin Yancey-Gardner
and Airman Whitney Ledgerwood , who edu-
cate Team Eifel on hearing protection. 

Eifel community
Congrats to Bitburg Middle students who

participated in the European Junior Science and
Humanities Symposium in Heidelberg last
month. The winners were Kai Pope and Nigel
Behrens, both of whom placed first in the jun-
ior division. Other finalists were Noel Day ,
Jasmine Carter , Brandy Williams, Jonathan
Weiner and Mark Bintz.

Kudos to all; Team Eifel salutes you!

(Compiled by Senior Airman Amaani Lyle,
52nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs Office)

Top SaberTop Saber
PerformerPerformer

Airman 1st Class Eydie Sakura

Airman 1st Class Rebecca Nicole
Ergenbright,  52nd Dental Squadron
Dental Assistant Pediatric Apprentice,
is this week’s Top Saber Performer. 

IEA ScorecardIEA Scorecard
Percent   Estimated

Project Coordinator complete completion
Brick House Eddy Mentzer 100 Complete
Jet Blast Inn AFN decoder Tech. Sgt. Sean Applegate 100 Complete
Honor Guard uniforms Tech. Sgt. Randall Reno 100 Complete
Billeting laptops Master Sgt. Fred Ayers 100 Complete
Loaner transformers Gertrude Cochran 100 Complete
Coffee Mill improvements Capt. Glenn Gresham 100 Complete
Bus shelter improvements Tech. Sgt. Michael Smith 100 Complete
HAS mezzanine Master Sgt. John Murphy 100 Complete
Batting cages Juergen Stockemer 100 Complete
HAS crew shacks Master Sgt. John Murphy 95 April 30
Pavilion improvements Udo Stuermer 60 July

(Editor’s note: The “Installation Excellence Award Scorecard” tracks the progress of 52nd
Fighter Wing improvements set into motion this past year. Funds for the improvements
come from winning the Air Force Top-3 nomination for the 2002 and 2003 Commander-in-
Chief Installation Excellence competition, which is $500,000 for each win.)
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Airman 1st Class Joshua E. Coleman

Team Eifel members representing all groups and squadrons participated in the
Eifel Proud, clean-up, fitness and FOD walk April 9 at 8 a.m. Airmen conducted
the special combination FOD walk and fitness event to spruce up thousands
of square feet at Spangdahlem AB and the Bitburg Annex. 

Senior Airman Amaani Lyle
Master Sgt. Brian Brauner, 52nd Fighter Wing Foreign Object Damage prevention program manager,
dumps FOD into the flatbed of a truck. Sergeant Brauner joined 52nd Operations Group people to walk
in the cold for more than two miles through deep mud to pick up more than 400 pounds of trash, rocks,
metal wire, signs and other debris. Col. Chris Chambliss, 52nd OG commander, added that, though
ground animals are usually scared off by jets, A-10 or F-16 aircraft can ingest a bird or animal, which
could potentially cause damage. “I am absolutely convinced that because of our efforts, we have
significantly reduced our chance of an A-10 or F-16 aircraft FOD-related mishap. Congrat-ulations on
another super effort again producing super results,” said Colonel Chambliss. The next FOD walk takes
place this fall.

A ‘FOD walk’A ‘FOD walk’
to rememberto remember

Capt. Steven Quick, 81st
Fighter Squadron assistant
chief of training, reveals to his
colleagues one of three golden
bolts planted by a group
official. His attention to detail
and contribution to the
thorough clean up of the
taxiway cinched the win for a
coin awarded by the colonel.
The colonel said FOD is any
item, large or small, that can be
ingested in an aircraft’s intake. 

Senior Airman Amaani Lyle
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Spring fling
The U.S. Air Forces in Europe

Combat CHEER program provides a day
of activities for the wing April 30 with a
safety briefing at 11 a.m.; games, music
and free food at noon; and live entertain-
ment from the Ty Chandler Crossfire
Band at 1 p.m. Bring blankets and chairs
to the base pavilion. For more informa-
tion, call Lisa Stevens at 452-6466 or
Deb Willey at 452-7868. 

Community Bank hours
The Bitburg Annex branch is open

April 29 from 10 a.m. to noon and the
Spangdahlem AB branch 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m.

Box tops for education
The American Red Cross youth now

collect box tops for Education offered
by vendors that can be converted for use
by the Department of Defense
Dependents Schools located on
Spangdahlem AB and Bitburg Annex.
The box tops will be exchanged by the
schools for items, which will better sup-
port education programs for children in
the community. Box tops can be
dropped off at the BX, commissary or
certain orderly rooms. For more infor-
mation, call Rachel Davis or the
American Red Cross at 452-9440. 

New Bitburg Annex fare
City Grill II and the All Star Sports

Lounge are now open at the Bitburg
Annex, building 78. City Grill II is open
Sunday through Thursday from 11 a.m.
to midnight and Friday and Saturday
from 11-1 a.m. The All Star Sports
Lounge is open Sunday through
Thursday from 4-11 p.m. and Friday and
Saturday from 4 p.m. to 1 a.m.

Family Advocacy news
Spangdahlem AB and Bitburg Annex

playgroups occur weekly for children
from newborn through  age 5 and their
parents. The Spangdahlem AB playgroup
meets each Tuesday from 10 a.m. to
noon in the housing area, building 409,
lower level. The Bitburg Annex play-
group meets each Thursday from 10 a.m.
to noon at the temporary living facility,
building 2, lower level. Call 452-8279 or
06565-958279 for more information

about playgroups or Family Advocacy.

s Tuesday, Spangdahlem AB play-
group, The Health and Wellness Center’s
Lt. Col. Diane Deyak discusses HAWC
services and programs “To your Health!” 

s Wednesday, “Passport to
Parenthood” class, Bitburg Annex, build-
ing 67, third floor, 1-4 p.m. 

s Thursday, Bitburg Annex playgroup
takes place at the playground behind the
TLF reception building and next to
Bitburg High School. 

Give parents a break
The Air Force Aid-funded Give

Parents A Break program is for Air
Force families whose military member
is deployed, on an extended temporary-
duty assignment or required to work
extensive, extended shifts. All spouses
with a Combat Care button will have
priority in registration. Spots will be
filled Wednesday and Thursday on a
first come, first serve basis regardless
of priority or unique situation. For
detailed registration instructions, call
Karen Bradley at 452-6697, Dee
Lorenzen at 452-9212 or Susan Breed
at 452-6422. 

School news
Bitburg Elementary School

s Kindergarten registration takes
place Monday through April 23. Last
names beginning with A-M register
Monday through Wednesday, N-Z regis-
ter Wednesday through April 23.

s BES and Bitburg Middle School
students will be released at 11 a.m. April
23 for staff development day. For more
information call Paula McKenzie or
Mary Marchand at 452-9215. 

Spangdahlem Middle School

s Principal’s chat takes place April 23
at the Saber Club at Peter’s restaurant at
5 p.m.

s The Fifth and sixth grade awards
program takes place April 27 at 1:15
p.m. in the schools. 

Family support news
The following workshops take place

at the Bitburg Annex Family Support
Center, building 2001. Call 452-9491 for
details.

s Monday, Pre-separation briefing,
8-9:30 a.m. 

s Tuesday, Federal Employment, 9-11
a.m. 

s Wednesday, pre-deployment briefin-
gs, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Creative Critters,
10-11 a.m.; Local employment, 10 a.m.
to noon; Key spouse meeting, noon to
1 p.m.

The following workshops take place
at the Spangdahlem FSC, building 307.

s Wednesday, Key Spouse meeting,
noon to 1 p.m.; How to pick a mutual
fund, 6-10 p.m.

Scholarships available
sThe Officers and Civilians Spouses

Club Spouse Scholarship application
deadline has been extended May 3.
Applications must be received via mail
to Spangdahlem OCSC, 52 SVS/SVA,
Unit 3670, Box 170, APO AE 09126 for
consideration. The club distributes schol-
arships totaling $3,000 to selected com-
mand-sponsored, dependent, non-mili-
tary spouses in an undergraduate or ini-
tial master’s degree program. Applicant’s
sponsor must not PCS before May 2005.
Forms are available at the Spangdahlem
AB education center or library. Also,
because of the delay in receiving official
transcripts from stateside institutions,
unofficial transcripts will be accepted in
lieu of official transcripts. Rules and eli-
gibility criteria are included on the appli-
cation cover page. 

s The Air Force Club Scholarship
application deadline is July 15.
Education funds range from $2,500-
$6,000. Air Force Club members and
their spouses and children qualify.
Scholarships are awarded based on a
500-word essay. Visit http://www-
p.afsv.af.mil/Clubs/Scholarship.htm for
more information. 

No DUIs
Alternative Drive offers shuttle serv-

ice for Team Eifel members each Friday
from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. Cost is 5 euro
one-way. The shuttle stops at the
Spangdahlem AB Popeye’s restaurant on
the hour, in Speicher at the corner of
Bahnhofstrasse and Maarstrasse at 20
minutes after the hour and in Binsfeld on
Wittlicherstrasse near the butcher shop.

The following events take place in Club Eifel.
Call 452-6090 for more information.
All E1-E4s will enjoy a dues reduction ef-
fective April 1 to $3 per month. New first-
term airman members get free membership
for one year.
Today (Apr 16) 
Malibu Madness from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Catch the perfect wave with Malibu drink
specials and qualify for prizes. Enjoy a free
buffet for members from 5-7 p.m. and a DJ
plays a variety of hits from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m.
Expeditionary Cockpit Lounge: Wing com-
mander’s social starts at 5 p.m. Be there in
person for the weekly club member card
drawing. If a member is not present and their
name is called, the cash carries over to the
following week, and the pot keeps growing
for the next week’s winner. Names are an-
nounced in the ballroom, Stripes Lounge and
ECL. 
Sunday  (Apr 18)
Sunday Breakfast Buf-
fet from 10:30 a.m. to
1:30 p.m. offers a
complete breakfast
line, waffle station, omelet station, salad bar,
roast round, spiral ham and more. Cost is
$7.95 for adults, $4 for children ages 6-12
for members and $10.95 for adults, $5.50
for children age 6-12 who are non-mem-
bers. Children 5 and under eat free.
Tuesday  (Apr 20)
Tantalizing Tuesday in the Stripes Lounge -
challenge the bartender to a game of
“Showdown” for a chance to win 1/2 price
drinks. Free pool takes place from 4-10
p.m. for club members.
Thursday (Apr 22)
Enjoy Club Eifel’s Shrimp Feast!  Includes
hot and cold peel and eat shrimp, shrimp
Creole, fried shrimp, seafood gumbo,
shrimp fajitas, shrimp fettuccini, baked
white fish, grilled chicken breast, calamari,
salmon filets, garden green salad, corn on
the cob, vegetable medley, new potatoes,
wild rice pilaf, rolls, dessert and a bever-
age. Cost is $10.95 for adults, $5 for chil-
dren 6-12 for members and $13.95 for
adults, $8 children 6-12 for non-members.
Children 5 and under eat free.

Club Eifel Happenings

Der MarktDer Markt
Free classifieds policy and submission deadlines

Der Markt is for the personal resale of items by military and civilian employees and
their families.  Items such as advertisements for rental property won’t be published due to
funded paper restraints. Ads should be 35 words or less and customers are limited to no
more than two ads per week. Ads must be typed or printed legibly and turned into the public
affairs office, building 23, at least 10 days before the desired date of publication. Ads
can also be e-mailed to publicity@spangdahlem.af.mil or sent via fax to 452-5254. Having
ads in by deadline does not guarantee publication. Ads for services generating regular in-
come will not be published. The ads must include the sponsor’s name and telephone num-
ber. Ads not meeting these requirements, including those exceeding the designated word
limits, will not be printed. The Eifel Times staff reserves the right to edit ads. 

Community MailboxCommunity Mailbox
Submit “Community Mailbox” advertisements 10 days

before the desired publication date to publicity@spangdahlem.af.mil.
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Verlag & Druck
Wittich KG, a pri-
vate firm in no
way connected
with the U.S. Air
Force, under
exclusive written
contract with the
52nd Fighter Wing.  This commercial
enterprise newspaper is an authorized
publication for members of the U.S. mil-
itary services overseas.  Contents of
the Eifel Times are not necessarily the
official views of, or endorsed by, the
U.S. Government, the Department of
Defense or the Department of the Air
Force.

The appearance of advertising in
this publication, including inserts or sup-
plements, does not constitute endorse-
ment by the Department of Defense,
the Department of the Air Force or
Verlag & Druck Wittich KG of the prod-
ucts or services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publi -
cation shall be made available for pur-
chase, use, or patronage without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, national ori-
gin, age, marital status, physical handi -
cap, political affiliation or any other non-
merit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron.

Editorial content is edited, pre-
pared, and provided by the 52nd
Fighter Wing Public Affairs Office staff.
All photographs are U.S. Air Force pho-
tographs unless otherwise indicated.

Accessing Direct Line
The Direct Line program is a

way to get answers to questions
you still have after using your
chain of command.

Direct Lines of general
interest will be published in the
Eifel Times and may be edited or
paraphrased for brevity or clarity.
Submit your Direct Line via:

nDirectLine@spangdahlem.
af.mil

nMailed to 52nd FW/PA,
Unit 3680 Box 220, APO AE
09126

nTo PA in building 23.

nConcerns may also be sent
via fax to 452-5254.

Anonymous inputs are
accepted. To receive a personal
response you must include your
name and phone number. Call the
Eifel Times at 452-5244 for more
information.

Col. Stephen Mueller

April April 
Sortie Sortie 

ScoreboardScoreboard
Aircraft   Goal   Flown   Delta
F-16         728       199     -13
A-10         375       116     +1
*Delta is contract vs. sorties flown to date as of

April 9.

Courtesy of the 
52nd Operations Support Squadron 

Plans and Scheduling Section

Through April 9
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Words of wisdom

by Maj. Steve Johnson
52nd Mission Support Squadron commander

One of the interesting things about attending
wing award, graduation and promotion ceremonies
is listening to the battle of the squadron mottos. The
Communication Squadron’s proud chant of “No
Comm … No Bomb” is usually met with the equal-
ly proud offering of “One Bomb … No Comm”
from one of our munitions support squadrons. The
Security Forces Squadron uses their motto as an
opportunity to remind you to “Stand Still and No
One Will Get Hurt!” Other squadrons take pride in
being "Ram Tough,” or the “First In … Last Out,”
or the best squadron of their type in U.S. Air Forces
in Europe, the Air Force or the universe.  

Some squadrons take the esprit de corps a step
further and try to be the loudest squadron in the
room. I recently had the privilege of sitting directly
in front of the equipment maintenance squadron air
horn and directly beside the aircraft maintenance
squadron cowbells. I hadn’t experienced a sensation
like that since attending a Van Halen concert in 1984.

Within the MSS, we are still searching for the
perfect motto. One Airman suggested “MSS …
Support Can Be Beautiful” but that didn’t “fit” right.
Someone else suggested, “MilPDS … works better
than the LAN!” That, too, was dismissed because it
isn’t true, doesn’t rhyme, and the comm squadron
already has their hands full defending themselves
against the munitions support squadrons’ bombs. In
the end, we settled on “No MSS … No PCS.” That
one is short, rhymes, and is true, but unfortunately
only represents a fraction of what the MSS does for
the wing.  

How does one capture in a single phrase the con-
tributions made by a squadron as diverse as the
MSS? Consider for a moment just a sampling of
how the MSS contributes to the 52nd Fighter Wing
mission in a typical week…

s Our six currently deployed Personnel Support
for Contingency Operations, or PERSCO, warriors
provide around-the-clock force accountability, force
management, casualty reporting and mission-critical
personnel sustainment services 
s MSS provides more than 70 hours of instruc-

tion to more than 80 ALS and FTAC students

s Counsels 115 people about educational pro-
grams and administers 75 CLEP and PME examina-
tions

s Approves 90 requests for tuition assistance val-
ued at more than $44,000
s Assists 150 walk-in customers, answers 750

phone calls and responds to 1,500 e-mail inquiries
on various civilian personnel issues

s Handles 25 civilian classification reviews, 30
vacancy fills, 35 employee relations issues and 80
other civilian personnel actions

s Inprocesses 20 people, outprocesses 30 people,
cuts 65 PCS orders and separates 33 individuals
s Serves 330 walk-ins at Customer Service and

processes 160 CAC/ID cards

s Processes 100 evaluations, 100 decorations, 30
contingency orders, 15 sets of dog tags, 70 pass-
ports, 24 re-enlistments, 30 career development
course exams and 450 MilPDS products

s Distributes more than $7,900 in Air Force Aid
to help families in need, teaches nine people how to

build a budget, and 12 others how to read their
German bills

s Provides 15 pre-deployment briefings, teaches
48 people to be good sponsors and helps 14 children
send Hugs from Home and pillow cases with pic-
tures to deployed parents

s Oversees and administers four of the 14
Combat Special Interest Programs -- Intro/Exit,
Hidden Heroes, Care and Education

s Provides administrative support to more than a
dozen wing staff agencies, who are an important
part of our squadron

As you can see, the MSS is in the people busi-
ness, and we’re dedicated to taking care of the needs
of Air Force people and their families. Although our
functions may not be among the first that come to
mind when you think mission-critical, one could
argue that taking care of people is our wing’s most
critical mission.  

That brings us back to the battle of the squadron
mottos. While I continue searching for the perfect
motto for the MSS, I have already found my
favorite squadron motto. It belongs to the Combat
Medics of the Medical Support Squadron, who
proudly proclaim, “One Team … One Fight.” I think
they hit the nail on the head. Whether you work on
the ops side or support side, whether you’re serving
down range or at home station, whether you’re mili-
tary or civilian or a family member, you are a valu-
able part of Team Eifel. So be proud of your indi-
vidual career field and squadron, but always keep in
mind you are an integral part of an even larger team
that is counting on you.

MSS commander ponders model motto

Direct Lines

Parking woes at Bitburg Annex CDC

Q uestion: Could something be done to improve the parking situ-
ation in front of the Bitburg Child Development Center?
During heavy pick up time recently (between 4:30 and 5:30 
p.m.), the parking area was overflowing with cars, and people

were illegally parked in the inside of the circle and in the handicapped
spaces. What concerns me, in addition to people breaking traffic rules,
is that three of the cars parked illegally in front of the CDC belonged to
employees who work in building 2001. These are cars that I have
observed parked illegally on a regular basis in front of the CDC, build-
ing 2001. I realize that parking is a problem all over the base, but I
really feel that employees should not be parking where it will be taking
away valuable parking space of paying CDC patrons. Can something
be done to ensure that parking is available all times to the parents pick-
ing up children? I have contacted the Services Customer Service Line
twice and though it seems to improve for a while, the situation goes
back to the way it was. 

A nswer: Thank you for bringing the parking problem at the
Bitburg CDC to our attention. You are right, parking is a chal-
lenge. Although there are signs designating that entire area as

temporary parking, cars are parking for long periods of time. The
Security Forces were called to patrol the area, and CDC management
will continue to monitor the parking situation and call Security Forces
again when necessary. The CDC employees have also been reminded to
not park in front of the building. Please notify the CDC director if you
continue to witness illegal parking, and she will contact Security
Forces. With your assistance, we will work together to ensure a smooth
flow of traffic and the safety of all our customers.

Working out gym policy

Q uestion: Dear Sir, This letter is in regard to the new Bitburg gym-
nasium access policy providing priority to active duty and family
members who live on Bitburg annex. As a dependent family 
member who works on Bitburg annex and lives off base, I find

this policy very discriminatory. In addition, as a healthcare professional
concerned about the rising rates of obesity, no one should have limited
access to workout facilities regardless of their military or residential sta-
tus. I understand the need to make this facility unmanned due to limited
personnel during times of deployment, but it seems that this policy would
keep non-priority participants who regularly use this facility away, and
many of the already limited 52nd Services Squadron fitness offerings
would falter due to lack of attendance. I enjoy regularly working out at
the Bitburg gym during my lunch hour and was extremely delighted when
Services added the afternoon Bitburg yoga classes. If these facilities and
classes were not available during these times, my fitness program would
be greatly reduced. Traveling to Spangdahlem from Bitburg to use the
already crowded gym is not an option either. Finally, at a time when the
Air Force is emphasizing new fitness standards, this policy seems to be a
grave contradiction. 

A nswer: Thank you for your input. You are exactly right on the focus
of fitness and need to make sure all our authorized patrons have
access to workout facilities if they choose to use them. With our

increased emphasis on active duty fitness, we gave priority during our first
week to active duty members. We are now offering keyless access to all
authorized personnel living or working on the Bitburg annex. Customers
can sign for access cards at the Spangdahlem AB fitness center. As a
reminder, one card will be issued per family, and a $10 fee will be charged
for all lost or damaged cards. Thank you for your suggestion and enjoy your
workout!
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Story and photos by Iris Reiff
52nd Fighter Wing Public Affairs Office

Under a new ownership and with con-
siderably reduced entry prices, the nearby
animal and fun park of Gondorf, located
in-between Spangdahlem and Bitburg,
recently re-opened its gates for the 2004
summer season. At the park, visitors can
enjoy a full day of fun with friends or
family. New ideas and attractions will
continue to be added to the park, eventu-
ally making it a focal point for visitors
and tourists in the Eifel region.  

Gondorf offers several beautiful walk-
ing trails from where people can see and
enjoy animals from a very close dis -
tance. Among the animals are deer,
geese, bears and marmots -- all kept in a
natural surrounding. 

Gondorf has numerous different rides
and entertainment areas offering slides,
sailboats, a water raft, a roller coaster,
several carousels and small go-cart
tracks, an outdoor theater with life
shows, a children’s jumping castle,
shooting stands, museums, falcon shows,
puppet plays and more. 

For those who would like to enjoy the
park without having to walk an entire
round-trail, a train comes by every hour to
pick up passengers. The train takes people
around, finally stopping at the top of the
hill near those attractions that are located
the furthest away from the entrance. While
riding the train, relax and listen to a
recording device that gives information
about the park and the different animals.

Food and beverage stands are avail-

able at the park, offering German snacks,
waffles and ice cream. For those who
would prefer a full-size lunch over a
snack, there is a German-style restaurant
located right outside the park. 

The park is open daily from 10 a.m.
until 4 p.m. Entry is 4.50 euros for
adults and 4 euros for children.  

Entrance prices include access to
most rides and attractions. It is advisable
to bring extra money for food, beverages
and souvenirs. The summer season ends
in October. While the animal side of the
park remains open for the rest of the
year, all rides will shut down for the
cooler seasons. To get to Gondorf, travel
toward on the B-50 in between Bitburg
and Spangdahlem. A huge sign reading,
“Eifelpark Gondorf” is parallel to the
main exit into Dudeldorf. Parking is
available.

The following movie listings are for April 16-22.
Times and movies are subject to change. For the most
current information, call 452-9441 or 06565-61-9441.
Movie synopses are available at www.aafes.com/
ems/default.asp.

Bitburg Castle
Today

Twisted (R, 7 p.m.)
Police detective Shepard tracks a serial killer who

murders the men she dates. When she begins blacking
out before each murder, the police name her as a suspect.

Saturday

Cold Mountain (R, 7 p.m.)
A wounded Civil War soldier begins the difficult walk

home to Cold Mountain, N.C., to be with his love.

Twisted (10 p.m.)

Sunday

My Baby’s Daddy (7 p.m.)

After a lifetime of partying, three bachelors get a rude
awakening when each of their girlfriends get pregnant at
the same time.

Closed Monday and Tuesday

Wednesday

Disney’s Teacher’s Pet (PG, 7 p.m.)

Spot is a dog who longs for more than a dog’s life. He
masquerades as a human and sneaks into school with his
master, posing as a fellow student. 

Thursday

The Butterfly Effect (R, 7 p.m.)

Evan discovers a way to travel back in time, but his
different actions in the past change the present.

Spangdahlem Skyline
Today

The Perfect Score (PG-13, 7 p.m.)

Students develop a plan to break into the Princeton
Testing Center to steal the answers for the S.A.T. 

Hidalgo (PG-13, 10 p.m.)
A wealthy Sheik invites an American and his horse,

Hidalgo, to enter a race, which pits him against Bedouin
riders determined to prevent a foreigner from finishing.

Saturday 

Starsky and Hutch (PG-13, 7 p.m.)

Based on the popular 1970’s cop show of the same
name, Ken “Hutch” Hutchinson and Dave Starsky are a
tough pair of plain-clothes cops who solve cases with the
assistance of their informant, Huggy Bear. 

Calendar Girls (PG-13, 10 p.m.)

Older Women’s Club members start a fund-raising
initiative for the local hospital. Their seemingly tradi-
tional idea to produce a calendar has a radical twist -- the
women will be in the nude. 

Sunday

Starsky and Hutch (4 p.m.)

Hidalgo (7 p.m.)

Monday

Calendar Girls (7 p.m.)

Tuesday

The Perfect Score (7 p.m.)

Closed Wednesday and Thursday

Movies

(Editor’s note: Event dates and times
are subject to change. To confirm event
details, call the telephone information
office at 11833 and ask for a number to
the tourist office in the town the event
takes place. For event tickets, call the
Press-Center Trier at 06511-459930, the
Trier Tourist Information Office at
06519-780822 or the Trier Ticket Service
at 06519-941188, unless specified other-
wise.)

sVisit an exhibition at the Bitburg-
Pruem county museum with the title
“Coming up with ideas and being cre-
ative during times of distress.” The
exhibit takes place now through May
31 at the Bitburg-Pruem county muse-
um, located on Trier Strasse 15. The
event features a collection of historical
artifacts. Opening times are daily,
except for Tuesdays, from 2-5 p.m. and
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. There
are guided tours in the German lan-
guage May 16, which is International
Museum Day. Visit www.bitburg.de for
details. 

sSee an exhibition with the title
“Perfection from the fire,” now through
May 31 at the Himmerod Abbey. The
event features art on e-mail, ceramics,

textiles and glass. The display is open
each Tuesday-Saturday from 2-5 p.m.
and Sundays and holidays, from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. The exhibition is closed each
Monday.

sThe annual Trier Wine & Gourmet
Festival International features a variety
of interesting and fun events througout
the Trier region and in Luxembourg
today through May 16. 

sAttend a flea market Sunday in
front of the Trier hela Baupark; in front
of the Wittlich Moebel Boss furniture
store, at the Mehren Rasthof; in front
of the Idar-Oberstein Globus
Baumarkt; at the Koblenz Messe hall,
at the Wallersheim Kreisel circle; in
front of the Saarbruecken Hela-Center;
at the Kaiserslautern Altes Pfalz the-
ater, located on Fischmarkt; and inside
and outside the Kaiserslautern Mess
hall.  

sThe Landesgarten Schau of Trier
opens its doors with official opening cer-
emonies all day Thursday. This is a
large-scale event, sponsored by officials
of the state of Rheinland-Pfalz and the
city of Trier. 

sPlan to attend the Speicher’s annual
trade market on Mother’s Day, May 9.
Speicher is known for its unique pottery,

which can be found at the event.
Speicher also offers vehicle shows, bull-
riding competitions, children’s theater
plays, country dances, pony rides and art
sales. Food and entertainment is provid-
ed.

sReserve tickets now for a show with
the Flying Danish Superkids artists tak-
ing place May 15 at the Irrel
Gemeindehalle. 

sReserve tickets now to the Rock am
Ring open air festival June 4-6 at the
Nuerburgring race track. On schedule are
Linkin Park, Red Hot Chili Peppers, Tote
Hosen, The Muse, Korn, The Rasmus
and others. Reservations for the camping
ground should be made immediately to
ensure availability. 

sIn order to reduce waiting times,
Information, Travel and Tours changes
leisure travel side hours to: 

Walk-in appointments, Monday-
Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., appointments
only from 2-6 p.m. Call 06565-933010
to make an appointment.

sPlan to attend model aircraft shows
by the Bitburg Falken, June 19-20 in
Erdorf. The association also sponsors the
European world championship flights for
model helicopters Aug. 28 through Sept.
5 in Bitburg.

Enjoy fun animal adventures,
cute critters at nearby Eifelpark

Deer and geese and bears, oh my!

A puppet theater is performed in German at various times in the park. 

Out and AboutOut and About

A children’s train ride roller coaster is
one of the many attractions included
in the park’s entertainment offerings.
A falcon show is also performed at
various times throughout the day. 
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Calling all skaters
A new skateboard park opens today behind

Spangdahlem Middle School at building 413 at 4 p.m.
Join Outdoor Recreation for the grand opening where
skateboard pros from the Light Team will brief youth on
safety. If weather permits, the team will conduct a skating
demonstration. Call Jim Norman at 452-7176 for details.

Soccer players wanted
Sign up for the Spangdahlem AB soccer team by call-

ing Dale Davis at 06569-960891. 

Open track meet
The Inaugural Eifel Open track meet takes place May

1 at 10 a.m. at the Bitburg Stadion in Downtown Bitburg.
It will be one of the biggest track and field meets in the
area this spring. There will be a choice of distance,
sprints and field events for runners to showcase their tal-
ents. The Eifel Open will also have a 30 and older group.
Call Master Sgt. Byron Grays at 452-5289 for details.

Summer gymnastics
Sign up for summer gymnastics at the Bitburg Annex

Gymnastics Loft May 10 at the Spangdahlem AB youth
programs, building 427. Sign up is for youth ages 18
months to 18 years old. Classes run from June 21 through
Aug. 13. Week-long summer camps are also available for
anyone to join. Dates are July 6-9, ages   5-7 and July 12-
15, ages 8 and up. For more information, call Coach
Michelle Warren at 452-9229.

Rugby players wanted
The Spangdahlem-Trier rugby team seeks players for

both the men’s and female’s teams. Practice takes place
on the softball field behind the Spangdahlem AB Chapel
each Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. For more information, e-mail
Staff Sgt. Rob Palmer at 52svs.rugby @spangdahlem.
af.mil. or call 452-5654.

Submit “Sports Shorts” advertisements 10 days
before the desired publication date to publicity@spang-

dahlem.af.mil.

Master Sgt. Jeff Barr

Sports ShortsSports Shorts

Iced!

The winning goal, scored by Vitaly Kreduschinski,
seals the Bitburg Bears victory against the
Geilenkirchen Canadian Flyers in Darmstadt, Germany,
March 28 at the Darmstadt Yetis Ice Hockey’s 10-Year
Anniversary Tournament. The Bitburg Bears overcame
a 4-1 deficit to defeat the Geilenkirchen Flyers 6-4 in a
shootout to win the Darmstadt 10th Anniversary Ice
Hockey Tournament on 28 March.  Michael Rainville led
the dramatic comeback by scoring two third period
goals to tie the score 4 - 4. Vitaly Kreduschinski and
Gianpierre “Turbo” Salazar contributed the other Bear

goals. With the game tied after 60 minutes of play, the
match headed into a sudden death shootout.
Backstopped by the clutch play of goalie Wadim
Bayern, who stopped all Flyers shootout attempts, the
Bears prevailed over their Canadian rivals with
shootout goals from “Turbo” Salazar and Vitaly
Kreduschinski. The Bitburg Bears Hockey Club is
made up of active duty military, civilians, dependents
and local nationals in the Spangdahlem area. People
interested in playing ice hockey can call Master Sgt.
Jeff Barr at 452-7410 or  06565-617410.

by Staff Sgt. Lucia Newman
Air Warfare Center Public Affairs

LAS VEGAS -- The Air Force wrestling team won its sec-
ond consecutive national team title, took home two Greco-
Roman division medals and added an unexpected name to the
2004 Olympic trials roster during the U.S. National Wrestling
Championships here April 9 and 10.

Greco-Roman wrestlers Steve Woods took the silver in the
163-pound division and Aaron Sieracki won a bronze in the 184-
pound division. Winning the medals pushed the Air Force team
past the Sunkist Kids team by 5 points for the Division 2 Greco-
Roman National Team Championship. In all, seven of 14 Airmen
scored, earning the team a total of 25 points. 

“We had a mixture of veterans and new members in the two-
day competition and this is always a challenge,” coach Richard
Estrella said. “Our goal was to gel together as a team, and that
carried us through, and we peaked at a good time.”

A 10-year wrestling veteran and World Class Athlete Program
member, Woods grabbed the seat in the finals of the 163-pound
Greco-Roman division after defeating two-time national champi-
on and 2002 fifth place world wrestling champion T.C Danzler,
2-1, in the semifinals. An unsuccessful effort to pin Darryl
Christian of the New York Athletic Club in the final 10 seconds
of the finals match cost Woods the gold. But his victory over
four-time national champion and armed forces champion Keith
Sieracki, of the Army, during earlier 2004 championship compe-
tition earned him a spot in the U.S. Olympic trials. The trials take
place May 21 to 23 in Indianapolis.

“The Air Force is often thought of as a softer force when
compared to the other services,” Woods said. ”So when I get that
chance to beat a Marine or Soldier, it makes that win that much
more satisfying because I get to show them we are a strong fight-
ing force.” 

The Air Force team had two others make it to the semifinal
round. Jacob Hey finished fourth in the 132-pound division, and
Corey Farkas finished fifth in the 264-pound division. 

In other bouts, Anthony Booker finished eighth in the 121-
pound division, Aaron Sieracki finished third in the 184-pound
division, Philip Johnston finished seventh in the 211-pound divi-
sion, and Kevin Hoy finished fifth in the 264.5-pound Men’s
Freestyle division. The finishes qualified all seven for the U.S.
Olympic trials where they will all battle for a chance to compete
at the Olympic Games in Athens, Greece, in August.

“I expected to see this (type of performance) from all my
guys, and they stepped up to the plate,” said Estrella, who has

coached the Air Force team for 17 years. “A true tribute to the
program was that Anthony (Booker) is a first-year wrestler, and
he capitalized on a small break to make it to the trials.”

Booker’s break came when two-time Olympian and silver
medalist, national champion and world champion Dennis Hall
withdrew because of an injury in the beginning of the event.
Booker went on to win in the consolation quarter-final 7-5,
which placed him in the Olympics trials. 

The team returns to the Olympic Training Center in Colorado
Springs, Colo., to begin training for the trials. 

“Though it seems as if we had a successful weekend, we are
not satisfied just yet,” Estrella said. “We expect to do well during
the trials and have one or two Airmen on the Olympic team. We
even expect them to win a medal at the Games. We’re going to
work, right back to work to prepare for Indianapolis.”

AF wrestling team wins national title

Airman 1st Class Daniel DeCook

Philip Johnston, a 211.5-pound-division Greco-Roman
wrestler, lifts an opponent during his final match in the
2004 U.S. National Wrestling Championships held in Las
Vegas April 9. Johnston finished seventh in his division. 


